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SUBJECT: ANOTHER DEATH IN POLICE CUSTODY 

1 . ACCORDING TO DEC. 21 PRESS ACCOUNTS, AN ATTORNEY, 

MR. J. JACKSON. DURING BAIL HEARINGS ON FOUR PEOPLE 
CHARGED WITH PERJURY AND PUBLIC VIOLENCE, TOLD A PORT 
ELIZABETH REGIONAL COURT MAGISTRATE OF THE DEATH IN DETENTION 
OF A MZUKISI NOBHADULA. AS PART OF HIS ARGUMENT FOR BAIL, 

JACKSON APPARENTLY ALLEGED POLICE ASSAULTS ON THE FOUR. 

TO PROVE HIS POINT, HE STATED THAT ONE OTHER PERSON, 

NOBHADULA, WHO HAD ALSO BEEN CHARGED WITH PERJURY AND WHOM 
JACKSON WAS SUPPOSED TO DEFEND. HAD DIED IN POLICE 
CUSTODY ON DEC. 20. THE STATE PROSECUTOR OBJECTED 
TO JACKSON S CLAIM, SAYING THAT JACKSON WAS 
JUST TRYING TO CREATE PRESS INTEREST. THE MAGISTRATE 
REPORTEDLY SUSTAINED THE OBJECTION, SAYING NOBHADULA'S DEATH 
WAS NOT RELEVANT TO THE CASE. HE DENIED BAIL ON THE GROUND THE 
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ACCUSED, IF RELEASED, MIGHT NOT RETURN TO STAND TRIAL. THE 
ACCUSED ARE MS. NOMWULA ZEZULA, MS. ZUKISWA MLATELWA, MS. SISANA 
HENENE, AND MR. JOSEPH SAUKA. THEY WERE REMANDED UNTIL 
JAN. 6. 

2. A SUBSEQUENT STATEMENT BY A PRISONS DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN 
IN PRETORIA CONFIRMED NOBHADULA'S DEATH IN THE NORTH 
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END PRISON ON DEC. 20 "PRESUMABLY OWING TO NATURAL CAUSES.” 

A POST-MORTEM WILL BE HELD TODAY (DEC. 22). ACCORDING 

TO A DEC. 22 PRESS STORY, A FIRM OF PORT ELIZABETH 

ATTORNEYS HAS OBTAINED THE SERVICES OF PATHOLOGIST 

DR. J.J. GLUCKMAN WHO WAS PRESENT AT THE BIKO POST-MORTEM AND 

A WITNESS AT THE SUBSEQUENT INQUEST. 

3. COMMENT: NOBHADULA'S DEATH CAME AS HE WAS AWAITING TRIAL 
IN PORT ELIZABETH IN WHICH HE WAS A WITNESS. THESE 
ARE CRIMINAL CHARGES, SO THEY PUT NOBHADULA IN A SOMEWHAT 
DIFFERENT CATEGORY THAN OTHER DETAINEES WHO HAVE DIED 
WHILE UNDER DETENTION FOR TERRORISM OR SECURITY ACT 
VIOLATIONS. HOWEVER, THE PERJURY CHARGE ITSELF FLOWS 
FROM A SECURITY ACT TRIAL AND MAY RELATE TO A REVERSAL 
OR REFUTATION OF TESTIMONY GIVEN AS A WITNESS. 

BOWDLER 
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